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Do the three images on the card show symbols? If so, which symbols do they show, and what do
they mean?

Do they represent the same thing? Why is it necessary to have many symbols of this kind?

When does a person become a symbol? Is this in a positive or negative sense?
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“As far as a symbol is concerned, the entire committee decided unanimously upon
the menorah as the state’s symbol. The choice is between two options: 1) The well-
known menorah that is depicted on the Arch of Titus; 2) The menorah that, according
to the artist's account, is engraved upon a stone in the ancient Jewish synagogue in
Ashkelon, which is accepted as the ancient, classic Hebrew menorabh.... A minority of
the committee held an entirely different view: that the symbol of the state should
be the olive branch.”

- Report of Moshe Shertok (Sharett) at a meeting of the Provisional Government, July 1948

o W e

In your opinion, what should be taken into account when choosing a symbol for a new country?
What do you know about the choice that was made? Do you agree with it?

Can a symbol change and develop? Is it relevant during every period of time?

If you were on the committee, what would you have wanted to see appear on the symbol?

Look at the lapel pins poster. In your opinion, did the committee’s considerations have an
influence on the symbols that were produced during the state's early years of independence?
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Look closely at the poster and find the specific year in which the KKL-JNF logo became part of
the Independence Day symbol. In your opinion, why did this sort of symbol not appear during
the state's early years, even though KKL-JNF produced the Independence Day lapel pins?

The image shows the development of KKL-JNF's symbol over the years. In your opinion, what
does the change represent?

Are there elements that were repeated and preserved over the years? Is there some continuity
that links the various symbols? If so, what is it, and what does it signify?

When do you think it is appropriate to change the symbol of a country, and when is it not
appropriate? Can a country choose a new symbol? If so, under what sort of circumstances can it
choose one?
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“How can we speak about ‘the separation of religion and state’ in a country whose
symbol is the menorah of the Holy Temple and whose flag is a tallit [prayer shawl]?”

— Rabbi Haim Navon

1. In your opinion, should the sources for the symbol have an influence upon the character of the
society that the symbol represents?

Does the context in which the symbol appears have significance?
Look closely at the symbols poster. How many symbols contain a Star of David?
Can you see a trend of specific symbols in specific years?

“Finally, | had to tell you something about the matter of the flags,
and how | am supposed to wave them. If you were to ask me, with
humor: What is a flag? It is nothing but a stick with a rag of fabric
stuck to it. No, sir, a flag is more than that. With a flag, one can lead
people wherever one will, even to the Promised Land. People will
live and die for a flag. Indeed, it is the only thing for which they
ready to die "en masse”, if they are trained for it."

— Theodor (Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl in a letter to Baron Hirsch, 1895
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Do you agree with Herzl's statement?

2. What makes a flag so significant that people are willing to fight for it?
Is it really the flag for which people fight?

3. How do you feel when you see the flag of the State of Israel? Why?
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C. Each team is given photographs of various
people, more or less famous, and asked to identify
the people who have become symbols and what
they symbolize (such as Theodor Herzl, Yitzhak
Ben-Zvi, Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, or Golda
Meir; also, Mahatma Gandhi, Adolf Hitler, Winston
Churchill, John F. Kennedy).

Cards for discussion
and debate

Each team is given a discussion card containing an
image or excerpt for reading, with questions. Five
minutes are set aside for reading the excerpt and
discussing the questions on the card. At the end of
that time, each team gives its card to the team on its
left, so that all the teams receive all the cards and
discuss their content.

At the end of the round, each team is asked to
choose one symbol from the poster with which it
has connected, and a vote is held. They are asked:
What can we learn about the character of a group
from the symbol that it chooses?

Independence Day lapel
pins poster

The pupils gather into a single group once more and
look together at the poster of Independence Day
lapel pins.

As a follow-up to the discussion groups, they are
asked: What do you think the poster can teach us

about the changes and processes that the State of
Israel has undergone over the years?

A volunteer is invited to choose and explain two
symbols that he or she feels represent different views
and values.

Each team is asked to present the symbol that it
chose, to which it felt a particular connection, and vote
individually for the best-loved symbol. They are asked:
What can we learn about the group’s character from
its chosen symbol?

Summary

In conclusion: The participants are invited to offer
guidelines to the designer of the Independence Day
symbol for the year 2100. What will appear on the
symbol? Why? According to the amount of time that
the activity requires and the character of the group,
the participants may also be invited to design and
paint their own symbol for next year.



Duration of activity
Approximately one hour

Target audience
Seventh grade and up

Location
Anywhere — the classroom
or outdoors

Supplies and

preparations

1. Poster of KKL-JNF's Independence
Day lapel pins
Cards for discussion and debate
(appendix 1)
Sheets of paper and writing materials

Art supplies of various kinds - paints,
scissors, sheets of Bristol board

Writing: Tamar Zermy -Bina, Studio Tsachar
Production: Studio Tsachar | Design: namelesspace

Introduction

Symbols exist in every society of human beings.
They are a focal point for identification and honor,
and a unifying factor among members of an
organization or inhabitants of a country. Symbols
unite the inhabitants of a country or the members of
an organization, providing them with an identity of
their own. Every country has many national symbols,
such as a flag, national emblem, national anthem, and
currency. Commercial companies also have symbols
that identify them and create a connection between
them and their customers.

Game

The players are divided into five teams (each team
contains three to five pupils). Each team receives a
sheet of paper and writing materials, and is asked to
write or draw the largest number of symbols and what
they represent (such as the purple star that serves
as Cellcom's logo).

Additional options for
a starting game

A. Each team is given a color and asked to tell which
brand it represents.

B. Each team is given various symbols of entities
such as companies, countries, soccer teams, and
families, and asked to remember or guess to
whom they belong.
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