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The reparations agreement: In March 1952 a reparations agreement was signed
between Israel and Germany. The agreement determined that Germany would pay
Israel financial compensation in recognition of its responsibility for the murder of
members of the Jewish people and the loss of Jewish lives and property. The
agreement gave rise to heated arguments, which included violence in the Knesset
and among the general public, between those opposed to accepting reparations
from the Germans and those in favor.
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The deal to release Gilad Shalit: Gilad Shalit is an Israeli soldier who was abducted
on June 25, 2006, during his military service by Palestinian terrorists belonging to
the Hamas, Popular Resistance Committees and Islamic Army terrorist
organizations. Shalit was held captive in the Gaza Strip for about five years and four
months (1,941 days). In a deal between Israel and the Hamas, he was released and
returned to Israel on October 18, 2011, in exchange for the release of 1,027 security
prisoners, including hundreds of prisoners serving life sentences.
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Leaving the European Union: In a referendum that took place on June 23, 2016,
the United Kingdom voted on whether to remain in the European Union or leave.

Leaving the EU was nicknamed Brexit (Britain + exit). The supporters of leaving the
EU won the referendum, with 17,410,742 (51.9%) votes, compared to 16,141,241
(48.1%) who voted to remain in the EU.
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Giving asylum to refugees: According to a United Nations Refugee Agency report,
at the end of 2012 there were 31 million people who were forced to leave their
countries or their homes due to conflict, violence, or violation of human rights, and

were considered as entitled to international protection. This issue occupies many
countries in the world including Israel.
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The character of Shabbat in Israel - public transport on Shabbat / opening
stores on Shabbat: The controversial issue of Shabbat expresses the deep
differences between religious and secular people. Most secular people support at
least the opening of places for entertainment and operating public transport on
Shabbat. However, most religious people see public desecration of the Sabbat as
damaging the Jewish character of the State of Israel.
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The Uganda project: A proposal made by the British Colonial Secretary, Joseph
Chamberlain, to Herzl in 1903. According to the proposal the British government
would lease the Zionists an area in East Africa where the Jews would be able to found
a self-governing Jewish colony. The difficult situation of the Jews of Russia influenced
Herzl, and he was inclined to accept the proposal, although it was opposed to the
Basle program. Herzl brought the Uganda project for discussion at the Sixth Zionist
Congress in 1903, and emphasized that accepting the Uganda project was an
emergency solution intended to save the Jews, and that Uganda would be a
temporary refuge for the Jewish people until it would be possible to move them to
Israel. The discussion of this question at the Congress was accompanied by strong
emotional turmoil, and was seen by some as betrayal of Zionism.
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The disengagement plan: A plan that was carried out by the Israeli government
headed by Ariel Sharon in Summer 2005, during which Israel unilaterally evacuated
the residents of the Jewish settlements and the IDF forces completely withdrew
from the Gaza Strip to the exact borders of the Green Line in that region. At the same
time the government evacuated four isolated settlements in Northern Samaria.

Some 8,600 Jews were living in the Gaza Strip until the disengagement.
The protest against the plan, symbolized by the color orange, was one of the most
prominent in the history of Israeli democracy.
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The declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel: US president Donald
Trump’s declaration on December 6, 2017, of official diplomatic recognition by the
USA of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and the instruction to transfer the embassy
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

This declaration was welcomed by Israel, and received with anger by the Palestinian

Authority which tried to prevent the step. A large majority of the international
community remained opposed to recognizing Jerusalem as capital and supported
the denouncement of the American declaration in the UN General Assembly.
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The peace treaty with Jordan: On October 26, 1994, a peace treaty was signed
between Israel and the Kingdom of Jordan. The ceremony took place in the Arava in
the presence of King Hussein of Jordan, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and US
President Bill Clinton. In the peace treaty both sides emphasized their aspiration to
“ajust, lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East ... based on freedom,
equality, justice and respect for fundamental human rights,” a peace that would
ensure the rights and obligations of the two countries “to live in peace with each
other... within secure and recognized boundaries,” to develop “friendly relations and
cooperation” and to ensure “lasting security” for both countries.
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The patient protection and affordable care act: the highlight of the social
legislation of President Barak Obama’s administration, which was given the name

“Obamacare”. According to the main clause of the reform proposed by the law, all
American citizens are obliged to purchase health insurance, and will be fined if they
do not do so.

The law was approved in Congress on March 21, 2010. Obama declared that he
regards the law as his biggest political achievement. However the law had many
opponents.
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Censorship in Facebook: Removing content that encourages violence (such as
posts calling for murder or videos that present terrorist attacks in a positive light),
prohibition of shaming, closing the pages of terror organizations, content that
constitutes a threat to public safety, calls to overthrow a regime, hate content, or
content that praises criminal activity. Reporting writers of posts who announce their
intention of committing suicide to the legal authorities.
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