Thanksgiving Prayer for the
State of Israel’s Independence Day

"Only in Israel and nowhere else is the injunction to remember felt as
a religious imperative to an entire people**

-Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi

As the State of Israel ages, and its birth as
well as its birth narrative stray from the
grasp of the primary witnesses and sources,
it may come to pass that this modern
holiday will join the ranks of others (such
as Purim, Hanukah and Pesah) whose
simple understanding has been overtaken
by  shortened romantic  narratives
perpetuated by the voices of the believers
and the upholders of ceremonial rites.
Yom Ha’atzmaut provides a unique and
wonderful opportunity to create and
experiment with our own practice, ritual
and texts. Here are two alternative
versions of the Al HaNissim prayer written

specifically for Yom Ha’atzmaut.
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We thank you for the miracles, for the redemption, for the mighty deeds and saving acts
brought about by You, and for the wars which You waged for us in this time.

On the 5" day of the month of lyar 5708, at the moment of declaration of the establishment of
the State of Israel, the People of Israel gained sovereignty on its land and control over its destiny.
The miracle of the establishment of a Jewish State is the first flowering of our redemption. The
State arrives through a strong historical and traditional connection as Jews through each
generation strived to return and stand firm on their ancient homeland. In recent generations they
have returned to their land en masse as pioneers, clandestine immigrants, and defenders, they
made the deserts bloom, revived their ancient Hebrew language, built towns and cities, and
established a growing community in control over its own culture and economy. Born is a nation
that seeks peace, defends itself, and brings the blessing of progress to all of its citizens. This is
the day which the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it! As it is written: “For I will
take you from among the nations, and gather you out of all the countries, and will bring you into
your own land.” (Ezekiel 36:24). And to your people Israel you provided salvation and relief to
this day, You helped us to overcome nations and marched us over peoples, and delivered our
inheritance which is now the State of Israel. ”The State of Israel will be open for Jewish
immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country
for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged
by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its
inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience,
language, education and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions.” “Peace be
within your walls, and prosperity within your palaces” (Ps.122).

-Rabbi Joshua Weinberg
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Thanksgiving Prayer for the
State of Israel’s Independence Day

Commentary and Explanation:

In this ‘Al HaNissim’ the author begins the narrative on the actual day being celebrated and uses
part of the prayer to describe what transpired on that fateful day. The decision to do so was an
attempt to give a clear historical account written in the style of other such documents. Here, we hear
the echo of traditional ketubah language as well as Rav Kook's well known statement that the State
of Israel will be the first flowering of our redemption. From there the author goes on to emphasize
the historical connection that the Jewish people have with the land, as paralleled in “traditional”
versions, and brings the story to the forefront in recognizing the modern return to the land during the
early state period. The author then weaves in two important Jewish canonical texts, one from the
book of Ezekiel which precedes the well-known vision of the dry bones, and the other from Israel's
Declaration of Independence, read and signed on Independence Day. The goal here is to clearly
articulate our past and connection to this land, to celebrate this day by marking a significant turning
point in our national and collective identity, and to emphasize more than the traditional notion that
"God helped us triumph over our enemies seeking our destruction:" we are here for a purpose and
that is to continue the work of building a Jewish and Democratic state with clear values. Despite the
fact that our day of national independence was entrenched in warfare, our prayers emphasize our

dream for peace.
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Queen of miracles and salvation, King of mighty deeds and deliverances, Divine spirit of
comfort and war,

Parts of us are in you and parts of you are in us: daughters of Abraham and Sarah, sons of
Abraham and Hagar, daughters of Ishmael, sons of Isaac and Rebecca. “Let there be no strife, |
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen; for we are
brethren.” (Genesis 13:8) Our lives are dependent on the same land, and we have buried our
dead in the same war. A land flowing with milk and honey You have created, a land of lead,
blood and fire, from the good produce of the land and from all the good people of the land we
have brought You our first fruits ‘anew every morning’ (Lamen. 3:23). All Your waves and Your
billows passed over me (Jonah 2:4) - we wrap ourselves around you, remember us and our
prayers will come to you in your holy shrine. God of goodness and bounty, Divine spirit of love
and compassion, King of serenity and mercy, Queen of understanding and knowledge, you gave
Abraham a soul that knew to make a covenant of peace with Avimelech, a well of living waters.
Give us quiet, flow through us the rivers of serenity, give us the insight to forgive and to ask
forgiveness, teach us to be compassionate, remind us that we have the ability to make miracles,
strengthen our awareness that we are siblings, remove the splinter from our eyes and show us the
way to untangle our knots so that we can purify our hearts with your love, to renew, to fix and to
heal your land.

- Rabbi Yael Karrie
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Commentary and Explanation:

In this ‘Al HaNissim’ the author begins with an egalitarian connection to our biblical ancestors,
naming the ancestors who solved the problem of sharing the land in Biblical times. This prayer is
offered as a spiritual expression of yearning and hope for Israel to overcome her tenuous
entanglement with her neighbors and to live in a state of peace, with everyone enjoying the fruits of
the land and its living waters. Here is a wish to be introspective and reflective and to take the
opportunity of Independence Day to offers words, thoughts and supplications towards the future of

Israel and strengthen our desire and determination to co-exist peacefully with our neighbors.
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